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demands. Unless we recognize and are prepared to reduce
to practise this principle, we can but expose the Congress
and ourselves to ridicule, if not worse.
We cannot be naughty even if we will. We can suffer
if only we wilL I want us as Indians, Hindus or Mussalmans,
Christians or Parsis, or Asiatics, to realize our impotence,
in the face of this humiliation, barbarity, Dyerism, or call
it what you will, inflicted on Syria. A definite realization
of our impotence might teach u§ to imitate, if it is only the
animals who in the presence of stormy weather come
close together and seek warmth and courage from one an-
other. They do not make a vain appeal to the god of the
weather to moderate his wrath. They simply provide against
it.
And we? Hindus and Mussalmans fight against one
another, and the gulf seems to be daily widening. We have
not yet understood the meaning of the charkha. Those that
have, find all kinds of pretexts not to wear khaddar and not
to spin. The storm is raging round us. And instead of seek-
ing warmth one from the other, we prefer to shiver or
petition the god of storms to stay his hand. If I cannot
bring about Hindu-Muslim union or persuade the people
to take up the wheel, I have the wisdom at least not to sign
any petition for mercy.
And what is the League of Nations? Is it not in rea-
lity merely England and France? Do the other Powers
count? Is it any use appealing to France which is denying
her motto of Fraternity, Equality and Justice? She has
denied justice to Germany, there is little fraternity between
her and the Riffs, and the doctrine of equality she is
trampling under foot in Syria. If we would appeal to Eng-
land, we need not go to the League of Nations. She is much
nearer home. She is perched on the heights of Simla except
when she descends to Delhi for a brief period. But to appeal
to her is to appeal to Caesar against Augustus.
Let us then perceive the truth in its nakedness, and
learn to appeal to the nation to do her duty. Relief of
Syria lies through India. And if we cannot appreciate our
greatness, let us confess our littleness and say nothing. But
we need not be little. Let us do at least one thing thoroughly

